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D .ETACHJ..lEr-..'T ALP A is c o mp r is e d of tJ1 e four 
United States Antarctic Stations conducting an Ant
arctic winter-over program. These are: Mdvhtrdo 
Station on. Russ Island, the Amundsen-Scott South 
Pole Station at the geographic pole, Palmer Station 
on the Antarctic peninsula, and Siple Station located 
roughly in the center of a tr i a ng 1 e formed by the 
other three. 

111c Commanding Officer of DETACH~IBNT ALfA, 
CDR. George R. Blessing, at 1vlcMurdo Station, is 
tasked with the coo1·dination of the wl11ter program 
on the Antarctic continent and preparations for the 
expanded program of the Antarctic summer. 

All of these stations are physically isolated during 
the winter season except for Palmer Station where 
an occasional ship or small airer aft from one of 
the od1er national programs may drop in when ice 
and weather conoitions permit. The s tat 1 on s are 
bollnd together by radio communication and -receive 
ovcr·all guirlance from the Commander, Naval Sup
port Force, Antarctica, Da.visville, R. l. 

Each station has civilian scientists who conduct a 
variety of scientific projects. TI1eir activities are 
coordinated by a senior science leader at each sta
tion, a senior science representative at Mc Murdo 
Station, and overall direction from the Office of 
Polar Projects, National Science Foundation, Wash
ington, D. C. 
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Another winter begins at McMurdo 
Of the four Antarctic stations, 
Mc Murdo is the largest. It in -
eludes facilities to support a 
population of over a thousand 
persons during the busy summer 
season. During the winter, how
ever, the population dwindl es, 
this year to 152 avyrnen, 7 
civilian scientists and one Sov
iet exchange scientist. 

The weather at Mc Ivfurdo Sta
tion is a 1 most an average be
tw ee n the bi t t er cold at Pole 
Station, and the relatively mild 
weather at Palmer Station. The 
minimum temperature this win
ter was 39 degrees below zero 
while the mean was minus 7 
degre es . The sun set for the 
winter on 24Apri1, and didn't 
rise again until 20 August, 
leaving Mc Murdo in the darkfor 
most of the winter. There were 
no really serious storms, and 
the total snowfall was only a few 
inches . 

The Na val contingent at Mc
Murdo, led by Cdr. G. R. Bles -
sing, Officer-In -Charge of the 
stat ion, provides heat, light, 
electricity, water and whatever 
e 1 s e may be needed to support 

the scientific projects involved. 
At the same time it is Navy re
sponsibility to prepare the sta
tion in every conceivable way 
for the expanded summer op
erating season. 

Along with their duties of sup
port and summer preparation, 
there was a considerable amount 
of Navy project work done at 
Mc Murdo. 

In addition to these special pro
jects, the routine overhaul of 
machinery, equipment and ve
hicles consumed hundreds of 
man-hours. The s or t i n g and 
careful storage of tons of sup
plies arriving late last summer 
required hundreds more. A 11 
the elements of a small city 
were furnished as well. Such 
things as a post office, radio
telephone service to the United 
States, a pay office, ship's 
store, a newspaper, a movie 
theater, The Ch ape 1 of the 
Snows and many r ecreational 
activities were provided. 

To s u m it all up, it has been a 
winter of great accomplishment 
at Mc Murdo Station. 

CAPTA.fr.1 EUGENE VA N REETH, Na
tional Science Foundation Represen
tative, bids a fin a 1 farewell to Com
m and er George Blessing, then boards 
the last aircraft leaving the ice, on 28 
February 1973 -- thus we begin our 
winter 011 the ice as Detachment ALF A, 
U.S . Naval Supoort Force. Antarctica. 
Then (BELOW) "Three-Two-Zero" dips 
its wings as it leaves Williams Field, 
saying goodbye to the men of the win
ter- over party at McMurdo Station . 
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The sun sets on McMurdo 

AS SHADOWS LENGTH.EN with the setting 
sun, the Huskies and the Sled become. 
p r e s e n t - d a y monuments to Antarctic 
expl oration. 

TiiE VlEW OF McMurdo Station 
from Transmitter Hill (ABOVE) 
shows clearly that as sunlight be
gins to wane, sea ice is already 
beginning to accumulat e. Later, 
McMurdo Sound will be com
p letely frozen over, 

THE LIGHT ED TOWER of the 
Chapel of the Snows serves as a 
guiding light to travelers around 
McMurdo during the long winter 
night, and as a source of inspir
ation to those who use the Chap
el for their regula r place of 
worship. 
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""Seabee Queen" selected 
in tough competition 
REIGNING IN ALL 11HER" Beauty as 11Seabee 
Queen", Construction Mechanic second class 
Bud Swank is escorted by Construction Me
chanic second class K en Searfoss. Equipment 
Operator Robert Wilson (BELOW) says hello to 
the "Seabee Queen" ands e ems to be getting 
more than he bargained for. 

WHEN THE KIWIS AND Americans get together, one is in store 
form any spoofs. Construction Mechanic Chief Quentin Wilson 
(LEFT) supervises the preparation of food and drink, while Con
struction Electrician second class Bi 11 Bushall and Construction 
Electrician first class Barney Baker combine their talents to do a 
skit for the gracious hosts of Scott Base. 
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Winter work 
begins at McMurdo 

t 

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE OF the PM- 3A Nu
clear Power Plant, Jerry Schlordet, (ABOVE 
LFFT} waits for the go-no- go sign a 1 from 
the radiation hands and foot monitor, while 
Radiation Health Physics Supervisor, Chief 
HospitalCorpsmanJohnOrr (ABOVE RIGHT) 
w at ch e s the results of th e Mohr test for 
chlorides. 

I NS TR UMENT TECHNICIAN, Joe 
Marquez, per f o rm s preventative 
maintenance on the heart of a sev 
enty-four point temperature scan 
(ABOVE) This is referred to by PM-
3A as "open he art surgery". (AT 

RIGHT ) Construction Elec trician 
first class, Barney Baker perlorms 
the hour 1 y equipment check of a 
water distillation unit. This unit 
produces 10 fresh gallons of water 
per minute from the sea. 

LTJG LER O Y SAUERWINEDIRECTS 
activity (ABOVE) as Builder third class 
William Nixon and Builder first class 
Paul Renaud prepare to c lose the en
tra nce to one of the Williams Field 
buildings. 



UTILITJ.ESMAN FIRST CLASS John 
Cantu (BELOW) checks the refrig
eration plant in the galley to assure 
proper functioning. (BELOW Rl GHT) 
Watch supervisor, Les Strawbrid$<[e, 
makes an entry in the operations Tog 
at the nuclear power plant. 

THE ELECTROl'HCS MONITOR, 
HaydenM. Mercer, Hospital 
Corpsmanfirstclass, is assisted by 
a member of Public Works, Equip
ment Operator second class Don
ald J. Hudlemeyer, in preparing 
(FAR LEFT) a spent core shipping 
cask for 30, 000 curies of radio
active mat erial. Meanwhile, 
(LEFT) Dudley Wells, Specialist 
6th c 1 ass , U. S. Army, double 
ch e ck s the pressure of the main 
turbine lube oil system atthe 
nuclear pow er plant. The three 
Holmes and Na rv er employees, 
(BELOW) Jim Prill, Fred Dotterer, 
and P a t Arendt b at t 1 e a bulky 
t or q u e wrench as they conduct 
equipment maintenance. 
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Constructing the "world's largest icecube" 

I 

Two of the biggest projects this 
winter we r e th e construction of 
the ice wharf, as pictured here, 
and the Marble Point Logistics ef
fort. The latter involved the pre
positioning of fifty thousand gal -
Ions of fuel, plus considerable 
supplies at Marble Point (about 
fifty miles from McMurdo) for the 
Dry -Valley Drilling Project. This 
effort will save about two hundred 
helicopter trips. The ice wharf 
should save the many man-hours 
of struggle d e v o t e d last year to 
preparation of the pi er area for 
offloading ships. 

I 

BEFORE THE WHARF can be flooded, pump 
houses must be constructed (ABOVE). Store
keeper second class Art Huntington and Util
i ti esman s e c ond class D e n n i s Larochelle 
firrish up the snow wall forms, (LEFT). After 
the forms are filled with snow and water and 
frozen, Builder firs t class Bob Singer takes 
them apart (BELOW). 



GOOD F 0 0 D lS definitely a morale factor in Ant
arctica. ABOVE, Hull Teclutlci an second class Dave 
Cwti.s and USA RP Don Baker ogle the fine fall'e of the 
"Emperor's P al ace. " By contrast, the old cooking 
stove remains intact at Scott's Hut (BELOW). Two of 
the pans still hold pieces of seal meat cooked by 
Scott's party in 1910. 

Great food provided 
at modern mess 

STOREKEEPERSECOND CLASS Art. 
Huntington (TOP) takes an order at 
the "Emperor's Palace" restauxant
style mess hall as Ships Servicemen 
second c l as s Mike .Bryant and Joe 
Noel lookon. ABOVE, Utilitiesman 
second cl ass Carl Pierce adds the 
finishing touch to a floral arrange
ment for the "Palace". Commisary
man fir.;t class Andrew Toms cuts 
individual portions for the men 
lined up for a noon meal (LEFT). 

11 

i· 
I 
l 



Antarctica offers 
unique opportunity 

for oath-taking 
TH E UNIQUENESS OF Antarctica offers many 
opportunities to "be different" when it comes 
to shipping over. At Scott Base, (RIGHT )LC DR 
Cecil Harpe r Jr., winter over chaplain, gives 
the oath to three men, Radioman Chi ef Charles 
Powers, Yeoman second class Charles D. Con
nelly, and Radioman second class Ronal d M. 
Neff . 

n 
COMMA ND ING OFFICER, CDR 1 
George Blessing giv es the oath (ABOVE) 
to Utilitiesman first class James W. 
Turnbull who chose the world's largest 
man-made iceburg as his location to 
go for another six years. Traveling to 
Castle Rock, a party of nine watched 
as LCDR Earl Fisher, the winter over 
dentist gives th e oath t o Builder first 
class Donald Penner (ABOVE RIGHT). 
Storekeepers econd class John Wil
li ams (RIGHT) takes the oath inside 
the phone booth at Scott Base while 
his wife 2350 mi 1 es north in Christ
e h ur ch , listens. Construction Elec
trician third class Mic h a e 1 Delves 
(BELOW RIG H T) gets things back to 
normal as he receives the oath i n the 
o ffi c e of the commanding officer . 
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The men handle their 
jobs with competence 

TELETYPE T APE.S COVER the decks of the com
munications office afte r a busy day (LE.FT). Ra
diomen second class James Longstreth and Vito 
Mazzeo tidy up a bit aft er a he avy load of traffic 
was transmitted t o Christchurch. BELOW, Ships 
Serviceman second class Mike Bryant makes an
other sale at the very popular package store. 

HERE STOREKEEPERS third class Charles March and Mur
ray Brillante and Construction Mechanic second class 
Lewis Swank place new material into the complex supply 
system (ABOVE). Electronics Technician thir d class Ron 
Shelton is taken care of by Supply Officer Dewey Painter, 
Disbursing Clerk Bob Connor, and Chief Commissaryman, 

Albert ·~Red" Be§~ 

rlµ 
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On March 22, the 
flag is lowered for 

14 

five months 

CONSTRUCTION ELECT RICIAN sec
o:cd class Bill Bushall blows "Retreat" 
as the flag is lowered (RIGHT) at the 
suns et ceremony. lt would be raised 
again on August 20 . 

US ARPS AND NAVY PERSONNEL from 
McMurdo Station j oin the m en of Scott 
Base in their Sunset Flag Lowering, and 
in celebration of ANZAC Day. Lowering 
the flag, under the direction of Major 
Pet er Frazer, are J o hn "Jumper" Bitters 
and John "Butch" Halewood. 
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Sunset Party provides 
relaxation for all 

RADIOMEN FIRST CLASS Erskine 
Gillespie and Mel Pennington team 
up (LEFT). CDR Blessing sees the 
humor in Commissaryman first class 
Andrew Toms ' speech as runne r- up 
in the ping pong tournament (LOW
ER LEFT). 

ANTARCTIC BELLY DANCO-JG is 
demonstrated (ABOVE) by the crew 
of the Nuclear Power Unit. Carl 
E d son ' s "Boot Chief Initiation" 
(ABOVE RlGHT) l a st e d one long 
day! 

ONE OF THEMOSTpopular skits at 
the Sunset Party was the re-crea
tion of a 1950 's rock and roll group 
by (LTO R)USARP ' s Don Baker 
and Kent Mize, Radioman second 
class Jim Longstreth, and St ation 's 
Scientific Le ad er Fred Dotterrer. 
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McMurdo's 
aerographers 

study the weather 
ONE OF MCMURD O STAT'lON'S 
rn o s t im portant sci entific studies 
during the winter is the Antarctic 
weather. A balloon c arrying a ra
diosonde was re l ea s e d and elec
tronically tracked every day. 

WEATHER I S ALWAYS important 
in Antarctica. A erographers Mate 
second cl ass Curtis Ford (BELOW) 
plots information received from sat
telite signals. 
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ABOVE, AEROGRAPHERS Mates s econd class Jeff 
Williams a nd Curtis Ford track the balloon to keep 
a check on upper a tmospheric conditions , while (BE
LOW) Aerographers Mates Ron a 1 d Meek and Gary 
Cl eek forec ast Antarctic winds. 



RADIOMAN FIRST CLASS Wayne 
Kluttz shows off his bow ling fonn at 
the Bow ling Alley. The bow ling 
alley was a great mo r a 1 e booster 
for the winter over personnel. 

McMurdo men keep in 
shape during long months 

McMURDO STATION BILLIARDS 
champ, Ken Searfoss {ABOVE 
RIGHT). LTJG Leroy Sauerwine 
(BELOW LEFT), spikes one to spur 
the Officers-USARPS team on in 
Antartic volleyball league, 

BASKETBALL HELPED to k e e p off 
the extra pounds for many. Hull 
Technician second class Dave Cur
tis (BELOW) makes it look easy as 
Personnehnan first class Bob Cr;Ug 
and St a ti on Science Leader Fred 
Dotterrer make their next move. 
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The Scott Base 
crew put in loJrig 

hours at work 

SCOTT BASE LEADER Major Peter Frazer 
briefs his staff before a trip across th•~ ice 
to Cape Evans and Cape Royds (RIGHT). 
The long Antarctic winters are hard on 
the historic huts located at these places, 
and thus require cons iderable main
tenance. 

SCOTT BASE RADIO operator Ne
ville Copeland (A B O VE ) provides 
communications between Antarcti
ca and Wellington, N.Z. Scott 
Base engineer John Houssaux and 
mechanic George Turner make ad
justments (RIGHT ) on the diesel 
e n gi n e of their power generator. 
Scott Baser a d i o mechamc Allan 
Dawrant repairs equipment (LOWER 
RIGHT) used by summer field 
parties. 
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A WELL DESERVED moment of rest 
c.fter a long working day for the 
Scott Base crew-- a close-knit 
group of individuals (BELOW). 

and 
play 

THE "KIWI'S'' AT SCOTT BASE 
are always glad when. their Ameri
can friends from McMurdo come 
visiting. Ho st i ng another get-to
gether at the New Z ·~ a 1 and Base 
(ABOVE) are John Ha 1 e wood and 
John Bitters. 

;nm COMMON BONDS OF MUSIC 
bring the crew at Scott Base togeth
er (BELOW) after a long day's work. 

' ·1~1· 
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GOOD TlMES AT Scott Base! Even 
though th e re are no girls present, 
there is d an c i :n g a:nyw ay. l:n the 
line-up (LEFT), are USARP James 
Prill Disbursing C le rk first class 
Bob 'conner, John Halewood, John 
Bitters, and Allan Dawrant. 
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Men of varied skills form 
McMurdo's backbone 

EQUIPMENT OPERA TOR second class 
Donald Hudlemeyer le a r n s that the 
volcanic rock so prom in en t around 
Mc Murdo is pretty ha.rd stuff (RIGHT). 

MACIBNERY REP AIRMAN C hie f ] oe: Martin (ABOVE) 
manufactures parts needed to get a piece of equipment 
back on the line. Steelworker first class James Affeldt 
(ABOVE RIGHT) s hp ws his skill on a welding job. En-
gineering~i sec fid class Godofredo Tuion reviews 
blueprints ( )ofMcMurdo in localing troubl e areas. 

j ~~~~-
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T HE ENDLESS TASK of keeping house requires several 
to t ake turns as mess cooks and compartment cleaners. 
(I.EFT ) Our master-at-arms, Electronics Technician first 
class James Gunn assists compartment cleaners Hospital 
C orpsman second class Mike Thompson and Construc
tion Electrician third class Gene Mills in folding fresh 
linen. 

http:EQUIPI'v!F.NT


Half-way point is 
celebrated at party 
AT THE MID-WINTER DAY party on 22 
June 73, th e Scott Base Kiwis have a great 
act to offer (LEFT ). Peter Frazer (CENTER) 
ju st can't seem to finish his speec h wit h 
John Housiau.x (L), and Butch H alewood (R) 
constantly intenupting him. 

C ROWD LAUGHS IT up (ABOVE ), while ConstructionElectrician 
second class Newton "Pappy" Coughenour (ABOVE LEFT) gives 
them his one-man comedy routine. The "Commanding Offi cer 
for a Day" c ompetiti o n brought the party to a climax. The 
USARPS paraded their entrv Pat "The Trog" Arendt through the 
mess d eck on his throne (LOWER LEFT) . All the candidat es (BE
i./)W ), James Tinsley, Larry Korkowski, Pat Arendt, and Ken 
r..:raddock participate in the cake cutting ceremony , 



Tinsley serves as 
"C.O. for a Day" 

COM MI SAR YMAN FIRST CLASS James 
Tinsleyemerged from the Mid -WinterParty 
as winner of the "C. 0 . for a Day" competi
tion. When "Commander" Tinsley is given 
weekly reports (RlGHT) by Storekeeper first 
class Dave DuBois, he soon finds that there 
is more to being C. 0, than meets the eye. 

WHEN JAMES TINSLEY was elected, 
it me ant that the Comm a n ding Of
ficer w as to take Tinsley' s place as 
cook for the day (ABOVE). Commis
saryman first class Andrew Toms adds 
a little humor as he instructs the Com
mander in the more sub t 1 e culinary 
intricacies. Me a nwbile, Tinsley as
sists LCDR Mario Castaldi in pinning 
new bars to the uniform of Hull Tech
nician Dave Curtis on the occasion of 
his advancement to second class. 
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~CTRONlCS TECHNICIAN first class John Crawford 
:!e\ised the drift meter, for measuring the curions Ant
;~i:tic Drift Ra te so indigenous to the winter- over c rew 
BELOW), and Utilities Constructionman Ron Sandhagen 
:,:eaks" the meter. The Mc Murdo Country Sounds 
R!CHf} were a 1 ways on hand to provide musical en-

: ertainment. It consisted of (L TOR} Bud Swank, Rick 
:-fenline, Norm Rodrigue, and Ed Anderson. 

P1arties provide needed 
breaks in the long winter 
EQUIPMENT OPERA TOR CHIEF Dave Delong shows his 
knowledge of American Indian custom s (!EFT) with a 
traditional dance. John Housiaux seems to have solved 
the party's cooling system problem (BELOW}. 

IR : 
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The mid-winter 
mail drop provides 

tremendous boost to 
McMt1rdo morale 

11 ANTARCT IC MOM" for years has been a pen 
pal to the men o n the i ce. (RIGHT) She writes 
hundreds of le tters to men in A nt al' ct i ca every 
year . 

THE ROYAL NEW ZE A L AN D Air Force patrol 
· plane shown below drops t he first of six one hun

dred and fifty pound sacks of mail for the men at 
McMurdo and Scott Bases, while the communica
tors on the ground below c hatter with the aircraft 
by m eans of a t emporary radio set up at the drop 
zone. 

LATER, THE NINE HUNDRED pounds of m ail is sorted 
by Postal Officer, C haplain Cecil Harper, and Postal 
Clerk third c 1 ass Gerald Aten (BELOW), while Radio
man second class William Mathews helps distribute the 
precious cargo (RIGHT). 



f 

W-A-S-A DISC JOCKEY Utilities Constructionrnan Ron 
Nein selects the next tune from the f i 1 es d uring a live 
broadcast (ABOVE). A survey showed that the factor lead
ing most to good m o rale.was the HAM Shack. Getting a 
"Gre en Light" on a phone patch, is Radioman first class 
M e 1 Pennington (RIGHT ) full-time operator of the shack. 

Slack time filled 

for the men 
educationally 

I 

P .A. C .E . COU R SES OFFERED an out~ 
standing educational opportunity for 
everyone, LT Ron a ld H u d so n taught 
the Finite Math course (ABOVE l.EFT!V, 
while LCDR C e c i 1 Harper instructed in 
Sociology and Psychology (LEFT). ~ 
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Sunrise celebrated witl1 
biggest, best festivities 

THE SUN R 1 SE FESTIVITIES began as Hospital Corps
man Chief Frank Miller, the o 1 des t man on the ice, 
follows tradition and assists Commanding Officer George 
Blessing in pre paring the colors for their first flight of 
the new season (BELOW). 

BUILDER FIRST CLASS Bob Singer re ceived the award 
from Chaplain Harpe r, party MC, for having the most 
enhancing moustache (BELOW), while the winning skit, 
a take-off on the W-A-S-A "Hot-Line" show, was pre
sented by Carl Brian and Gene Mills (BELOW RIGHT). 
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DR EARL FISHER, Dental Officer, helps with planning 
of the decorations (TOP), The grand finale, a rousing 
pantomine presented by a group of men calling them
selves "The Whipping Post", brought down the house 
(ABOVE). Pat Arendt is out in front of the group, and 
re ally got the show swinging. 



Communications keeps us 
in touch and inf armed 

ELECTRICIANS MATE first class Williarn Long(ABOVE) 
served as petty officer in charge of special services ac
tivities. Personnelman first class Robert Craig (ABOVE 
RIGHT) scans the morning messages. The tedious job 
of keeping personnel records up to date was solely his 
during the winter . Yeoman second class Charles Con
:lelly (BELOW) concentrated his winter activities around 
huge loads of paper work corning through the adminis
tration office. 

TELEPHONES ARE A MUST when weathe r prohibits any 
other type of c ommunication. Construction Electticiau 
first clas s Jolm McMahan (ABOVE) trouble- shoots the 
~~lay banks at "Penguin Bell". The Plan of the Day and 
other clerical assistance in the administration office fell 
to Yeoman striker Stephen Sliss (BELOW). 



Engineers keep 
the base running 

smoothly 
ELECTRONICS TECHNICIAN first 
class Charles Moore and Electronics 
Technician second class David 
Kling, along with Radioman first 
class Jim W hetzel (KNEELING) 
troubleshoot a transmitter (RIGHT). 

KEEPING THE EQUIPMENT lN top condition at the firehouse 
(ABOVE) requires frequent checks. Checking out equipment 
are Hull Technician third class Ron Randall, Fireman Pedro 
Chavez, and Hull Technic i an third class Lemar May. 

KEEPING MACI-llNERY IN opera
tional condition is a constant bat
tle int he Antarctic. C onstruction 
Mechanic third class Donald Pierce 
(ABOVE RIGHT) does his pa rt in 
keepingthis "big one" going. Elec
tronic Technicians second class 
Roger Abel and Rich a rd Petrtyl 
and E 1 e ctr o n ics Technician first 
class John Crawford check out 
equipment at the ET Shop (RIGHT). 
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UTILITI:ESMAN FIRST CLASS William Perkins (BELOW) 
keeps busy in the UT Shop, while Bu i l d e r first class 
Frank Acs puts the right angle t o a piece of timber as 
he c ompletes another project in the Carpenter Shop 
(RIGHT). 

DELICATE EQillPMENT REQ UI RES constant mainte
nance to keep it in operating condition. USARP tech
nician Kent Mize works with E lectronics Technician 
first class John Crawford, Chief Electronics Technician 
T homas Bryan and USA RP Tec hnicia n Don Baker t o 
make proper adjustments on the instruments used at the 
Auroral Radar site (LEFT ). 

RADIOMAN CHIEF Charles Powers and Lt George Kain , 
ourexecutive officer, in the MAC center {BELOW LEFT) 
keeping track of a plane conducting a magnetic flight 
over the South Pole. BELOW, Engineering Aid first class 
Edward Chopping stud ies blueprints in preparation for 
another public works project. 



Antarctic is host to 
strange natural beauty 

CAST.LE ROCK (TOP) is an exam
ple of Antarctic terrain at its best. 
The Aurora Australis is a beautiful 
phenomena to those on the ice 
(ABOVE.}, McMurdo's "Main 
Street" , with Observation Hill be
hind is seen during mid - win t e r 
(ABOVE RIGHT). Overlooking Mc
Murdo, this Mem orial Shrine serves 
as an inspiration point {Rl GHT) to 
those who visit. It was built in hon
or of Richard T . Williams, killed 
in an accident in 1956 during Deep 
Freeze ONE. 
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The men at the Pole 
never for get how to relax 

SHUFFLEBOARD WAS VERY popular. Construc
tion E 1 e ctr i c i an first class Charles Hopkins 
(RIGI-IT)is warming up for a game . The renova
ted galley (BELOW) is the main collecting point 
at the station. Here Construction Electrician sec
ond c 1 a ss Daniel Tripp, Commissaiyman second 
class Charles Butler, Bruce Webster, Jim Craig, 
and Marvin Kempton {SEATED )are getting dinner. 

\ -

CARD PLAYING IS Amajorpastime at the Station. The 
galley area proves idealfor card players (BELOW) Elec 
tronics Teclmician (N) second class Steven Ramella, 
Utilitiesman first class Ken net h Saxman, and Store
keeper second class George Gugert. 

AT ONE OF THE ''Meal of the Month" dinners, Robin 
Worcester was presented a SPAS(South PoleA1t Society) 
certificate by Dave Bennett (UPPER I.EFT). Steve Ra
mella was the MC for the event. Bi rthdays are cele
brated each month, usu a 11 y during the "meal of the 
Month" (U:FT ). Commissaiyman second c lass Charles 
Butler, Radioman first class Hugh Huffman, and Con
struction Electrician second class Daniel Tripp prepare 
to blow out the candles. 



. -\SIS CUSTOMARY WITH each winter- over crew, a picture 
board i s assembled and installed along t he p assageway lead
ing into the c 1 u b. Builder Chief Pe rry Harris and Li eutenant 
F. Perry Wolcott (ABOVE ) are putti ng t he finishing touches 
on the board. 

AT THE SMALL POST OFFICE during t he winter, 
Hospital Corpsman Chief Roy Kli ne ca ncels all 
philatelic mail, about 6 ,000 lette rs, for colle c
tors around the world who want stam ps cancelled 
"South Pole Station". Russell W ert< i s getting a 
package processed for shipment out on the first 
flight (LEFT}. Robin Worcester and Gary Adair 
(ABOVE) are getting ready to view some slides in 
the USARP lounge . 

CONSTRUCTION ELECTRICIAN SECOND 
CLASS D ANIE L TR 1PP LOOKS on as 
Charles Klinge r , the senior science leader 
processes some film (ABOVE). During the 
winter, over 8,000 slides were processed. 
At the l ast station p a rty, a time capsule 
was prepared for the OF 74 c rew to open 
on Mid-Winter's Day . Each man pla ced a 
gift in the box for his relief. Howard Sing
er and Russell We rtz provided the songs for 
the event (LEFT), and D ave Bennett was 
the MC. 
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Winter at the South Pole 
is a cold, white 

wonderland 

DUE TO THE MOISTURE that is a combustion product 
of the fuel, a h ood develops over most of the furn ace 
exhaust stacks (ABOVE LEFT). T he hoods develop best 
at temperatures of around -75 degi·ees F. , and are re 
moved weekly to pre v e ut stack problems. One of the 
"working parties" (ABOVE) c I e a rs out t he doors of the 
emergency camp, which is ready for occupancy, should 
the need arise. On the Navy's Birthday, 13 Oct, a soft
ball game was he ld (LEFT). The temperature was -62F, 
so the game only lasted one hour. BELOW, the A meri
can flag is raised in observance of sunrise on 23 Septem
ber. The National Science Foundation flag is flown ad
jacent to the American flag. 
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Siple Station is located in Ellsworth Land 
approximately 1300 Nautical miles north
east of Mc Murdo Station. Temperatures 
vary fro m a high of plus 31 degrees to a 
1 ow of minus 60 degrees F. Precipitation 
in the form of snow is approximately five 
feet each year. This station con.sis ts of a 
combination of living and working buildings 
she 1 t ere d by a single wonder arch. An 
emergency station consisting of tv.ro james
ways, food and fuel caches , is located 
aboug 1500 feet from the stationo 

The four civilian scientists who lhave win
tered -over at Siple have been a busy group 
indeed. During the winter, they have un -
dertaken the following scientific projects: 
(1) Multidiscipline Magnetospheric and 
Ionospheric investigations which concen
trate on the Plus ma Pause region, utilizing 
Whistler (UFL) antenna and a 1 so a dipole 

., 
~ -

antenna suspended in mid air (2) Fluxgate 
Magnetometer s tudies (3) Energetic Elec
tron Precipitation (4)Micropulsation 
observations . 

The continuing s truggle to keep equipment 
operational, mechanical failures in their 
vehicles , small medical problems , isola
tion, hard work, the adjustment to living 
under isolated conditions where with only 
four persons comraderie is almost neces
sary- -all these and many other challenges 
have beenmet withsuccesso Siple Station's 
only contact with other stations has been by 
radio . During the winter, communications 
were sometimes impossible and for days 
no word would be heard fro m Siple Station. 
Then the airways would buzz again with the 
enthusiastic reports from Siple radio as
suring all was well and work continuing on 
schedule. 



THE U , S . NAVY' S LC-130 Hercule s lands at 0040, 1 De
cember 1973 to begin the sea son . Two other N avy Hercules 
planes l a n d ed at Siple that day to put the st ation into full 
scale operations for the summer (ABOVE). The handy little 
motor toboggans (BELOW) provided the easiest and quickest 
transportation on the barren snow cover e d plain leading to 
the Ellsworth Mountains. The visiting press corp were shown 
around the station in early December. 

Newest station is 
run by four men 
STATION LE ADER FOR THE 74 season, Jack 
Bowers, briefs the press visitors shortly after their 
arrival at Siple Station (BELOW). 



The Seabees create 
the Siple "Wonder Arch" 

SEABEES OF THE NAVY'S Mobile Construction Battal
ion SEVENTY- ONE put up the wonder arch back in the 
summer of 1972 that was to become Siple St at ion -
the National Science Foundation's first civilian manned 
scientific researc h station in the 7, 000, 000 square mile 
continent of ice and snow. 

RADIO IS THE ONLY CONTACT for the crew at Siple 
from mid-February until the Navy p 1 an es are able to 
return, usually in mid-November. The sta tion conducts 
studies de a 1 in g with the science of the atmospheres. 



"Isolated existence" is 
an understatement here 
T HE NAVY HERCULES PLANE OF Antarctica Develop
ment Squadron SIX (VXE-6)brought Siple around 
SO, 000 galJons of fuel for t he Antarctic Winter (LEFT). 

STORAGE SPACE WAS AT A premium for materials 
and foodstuffs (ABOVE) n e e d ed during the long winter 
m onths. 

MANY TONS OF SNOW WERE shovelled into the snow 
m elter (LEFT) through this chute leading to the surface 
outside the a r ch which has almost become covered by 
blowing snows. 
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LATITUDE 75° 55"S - LONGI
TUDE 83° 55"W. All Science 
programs operated well 
throughout the winter at Siple. 
The last month of the winter
ov er period was spent doing 
odd s and ends and unfinished 
small projects. Organizing the 
materials inside the arc h and 
the food service storage areas 
were tops on the lis t . A movie 
screen was built and installed, 
the mezzanine finished, an air 
compressor installed, the ski 
doors serviced, Herman Nelson 
heaters repaired, and the camp 
in general prepared for occu
pancy by summer support per
s o n n e 1 that w o u 1 d s o o n be 
arriving . 
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POPULATION FOUR. This totally civilian manned 
scientific station is operated und er the management 
control of the Office of Polar Program, National Sci -
ence Foundation. 
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Palm er Station is the northernmost U. S. 
station in Antarctica. Located 64 degrees 
45 mins south latitude, on Anver s Island, 
the station enjoys the warmest weather of 
all U. s. stations. In summer, the temper
atures are often found in the plus 40 degree 
F . range, and in winter the temperature 
may only drop as low as minus 10 degrees 
F. 
Several projects sponsored by the National 
Science Foundation were conducted at Pal 
mer, with sever al universities and re
search groups participating. 
In th e spirit of international cooperation, 
four scientis ts from the Argentine Institute 
of Antarctic Research worked at Palmer 
Station for one month during the summer. 
They conducted a productive program of 
Neurophysiological research on ice fish and 
Antarctic birds . 
During the winter, many construction and 
maintenance projects were completed by 
the station crew. The installation of a chill 
box for fresh f r u i ts and vegetables , the 
overhaul of both salt water evaporators, 
and the removal of an inoperative standby 
generator wer e among the accomplished 
projects . StartingwithDeepFreeze 74, the 
operation of Palmer Station will be the re 
sponsibility of a civilian contractor under 
the d i r e c t i o n of the N at i o n a 1 Science 
Foundation. 



almer Station: The "Banana Belt" of the Antarctic 

THE PALMER CREW RELAXES after a hard days 
work at the station (ABOVE). Lieutenant Lloyd 
Jukkola (!EFT) spends a few moments on the 
"beach" while Antarctic friends look on. Al
though thousands of miles aw a y from home, the 
Palmer crew manages to enjoy a w ar m, relaxed 
Christmas in the station (BELOW). 
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Palmer Crew welcomes 
visitors: expected 

& unexpected 

PALMER CREW EXTENDS welcome to Argentine 
Air Force p 1 an e crew (ABOVE RIGHT). Palmer 
Station and A r thu r H arbor can be seen in the 
background as Argentine crew trek up 'the hill 
(ABOVE). 

ON THE MORNING OF January 29, 1973, Dr. 
David Lewis berthed his sloop Ice Bird alongside 
R/V Calypso at Palmer Station. Dr. Lewi s, the 
most unique of a 11 visitors, arrived at Palmer 
more than two months and 2500 miles from where 
his yacht was swamped, dismasted and c alPsized 
in a hurricane for ce gale. During the ordeal, Dr. 
Lewis, suffering from frostbite, cons tru cted a 
m akeshift mast and valiantly continued eas:tward 
on hi s intended c ircumnavigation of Antarc tica. 
At Palmer, Dr. Lewis' yacht w as restored by the 
station crew, as seen here. He was exceedingly 
pleased to be able to converse with the men of 
the station and they, in turn, were fascinated by 
his t a le s of survival. 



Men at 
Palmer 
Station are 
continuously 
busy 

R/V HERO IS SEEN ARRIVING from he r winter quarters 
in Ushuaia, Argentina (TOP). Primary buildings c an be 
seen in t he background (LEFT ) as ca r go is off loaded. 
Builder first class Melvin William son and Construction 
Mechanic first class Ji mmie Evans repair t he salt wate r 
int ake (ABOVE), with whic h all fresh water is distilled, 
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Winter "swim" 
is valuable in 
gathering info 

AS THE PENGU I NS LOOK ON, Phil 
Haley and Al Giann i ni prepare to 
di ve (TOP), then, as t hey submerge, 
t he i cy water closes over them. 


